The 15t & 2" Noble Truths of Buddhist Energy Activism
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Longing for the Pure Land;
No Nukes, No Arms;
Taking Refuge in Amida Buddha
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Anti-Nuclear Statement by the Traditional

Japanese Buddhist Commumty

* On December 1%, the Japan Buddhist Federation (JBF)—an
association of 104 traditional sects and denominations from
all over the country —assembled its representatives and
made a joint reflection on the issue called “Appeal for a
Lifestyle without Dependence on Nuclear Power”,
reflecting on Hiroshima & Nagasaki and the aim of world
peace by Japanese Buddhist groups since their involvement
in the war

* “We, the Japan Buddhist Federation, will strive to reduce
our dependence on such nuclear power that threatens life
and to realize a society based on sustainable energy. We
must choose a path in which personal happiness is
harmonized with human welfare, instead of wishing for
prosperity at the expense of others. Finally, we would like
to make an appeal for building societies that protect each
and every life through each individual confronting this
issue themselves by reflecting on their own lifestyle,
letting go of excessive materialistic greed, finding
contentment in the feeling of moderation, and doing their Rev. Yoshiharu Tomatsu,
best to realize living in humility with nature.” Secretary General 2010-12




Rev. Taitsu Kono

President of JBF 2010-2012

Chief Priest of the Myoshin-ji Rinzai
Sect 2010-2014

“I feel that the war issue and the
nuclear issue are the same. They
both involved national policy, but
not everyone agreed with such policy.
There were only a handful of them in
both cases, but there were people
who opposed and courageously made
warnings. However, this never
became a large voice, and so we met
with disaster made by this massive
mainstream. On this point, nuclear
power and the war followed the same
trend.”




"Young people entering the way of the Buddha
must hold fast to and install in their gut the
fundamental idea in Buddhism of the value of
sentient life and respect for human rights. | want
them to speak and act with courage in anything
they do. Not just in the time of the war, but even
today, there are many people who do not speak
the truth because of the prevailing stance in
society. Buddhists don‘t really need to care about
prevailing social trends, so they should speak out
clearly. I would like to them to think that their role
as abbots is to say what is right and to protect
sentient life and human rights.”
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May 21, 2014: Fukui court blocks Oi nuclear reactor restart in landmark
ruling as Rev. Tetsuen Nakajima acts as citizens’ group spokesperson



March g, 2020, The Interfaith Forum for the Review of National Nuclear Policy
presented a suit in the Tokyo District Court calling for the suspension of
operations at the Rokkasho Nuclear Reprocessing Plant operated by Japan
Nuclear Fuel Ltd. (Nihon Gen-nen), located in Aomori on the northerntip of the

main island of Honshu.



The 3 & 4th Noble Truths:

Realizing the Vision of Ecological &
Spiritual Community
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From Ecology to The Pure Land

Honen (1133-1212), founder of Jodo Pure
Land sect,

-First to bring Japanese Buddhism down
to the masses by developing a faith based
in the vow of Amida Buddha to abandon
no sentient being no matter how deep their
transgressions and defilements =

Okochi’s developed a vision from this of
1) ZRBLEMBEER

A World without Discrimination and Exploitation
I #E T Nuclear and Military Presence

2) EfEEBIIMOAZ 2T+

Community based on self-reliance and
iIndependence




from o1l society to natural energy society

Oil society

electricity, gasoline,
plastics, public works,
construction, agriculture,

> fisheries, etc.

11172

People who work for their own
self-development

Oil
Industry

J11Y

electricity, gasoline, plastics, public works)

construction, agriculture, fisheries, etc.

1117

People who must work




Photovoltaic Generation (Solar Power)

Carbon Free Energy

July, 1999: 1% Electricity

Generating Center

*Output 5.4 kK W

*k Cost of Construction
¥6 million/ $60,000

*k Installation on the roof of Juko-in
Temple

August, 2007: 2d
Electricity Generating

Center
*Output 3.0 kW

** From recelvm% some used panels,
construction costs were kept at ¥1.T5 million/

$11,500

>k Installation on the roof of an elderly
home run by a local NGO on the
property of Juko-in Temple.




Community Funding Scheme

® ¥6 million/ $60,000 came from: 1) ¥2.7 million
grants from government foundations and NGOs; 2)
¥1.5 million yen from Juko-in Temple prepaying 10
years worth of 1ts electric bills; 3) ¥1.8 million from a
loan from the micro-credit Mirai (Future) Bank.

e Green Power Certificates: sold 200 certificates at
1,000 each at the price of 33/kWh, a figure between
the 22/kWh price paid by Tokyo Electric Power Co.
and the 55/kWh price paid for natural energy in
Germany

e Paid back the loan 1n 9 years



Profits Go to More Community Work

From 2008, the
profits have gone to
The Edogawa
Citizen’s Network
for Thinking about
Global Warming
(ECNGQG), a local
NGO promoting
clean energy and
lifestyles, like solar
panels installed on a |
nearby Shingon
Buddhist temple 1n
2018




Profits Go to More Community Work

® A Group Home for the Elderly made out of
chemical free materials and lumber
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- In 2012 installed another 10.58 kW of panels on the Juko-in
roof. Generation averages around 11,500 kWh per year, which

at a rate of 42/kWh creates 483,000 yen annually ($4,200) in
profits.

- In 2013 installed a new set of panels on the elderly home
totaling 11.52 kW. Generation is around 15,200 kWh per year,
which at a rate of 38 per kWh creates 577,600 yen annually
($5,100) in profits.



Energy Self Sufficiency is Possible
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Off Grid Private
Residence as
Safe House for

Children-at-Risk




Converting old golf cart batteries into
storage batteries




Installation of small scale
hydro-electric power station

This can be set up
virtually
anywhere

Japan has pl?nty
of natura
refou ces in
solar, hydro,
wind, & geo-
therma

The myth of the

necessity of

nuclear power is
truly a myth




Kenju-in Temple
Affordable Eco-friendly Housing for Urban People
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14 individual apartments
built as cooperative and

connected complex with the
temple.
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r

1 built with domestic lumber
=" s purchased from

| O V- : :
u,I-.»' environmental logging

i company



Conclusion:

Sharing Wisdom with Like-Minded Local Activists
in Other Parts of the World
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Apr1l 2015 in Fukush1ma with new Eco-Temple Design Group
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Sufficiency Education

Economy for Ecology
& Dharma

Eco-
Temple
Seed Planting
6 Design Components of an Eco-
Temple Community:
encouraging collective responsibility
and sustainable life quality
improvement —

Energy
Sector

Community
Development
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THERE ARE
10TYPES

OF PEOPLE
IN THE WORLD:

(0 UNDERSTAKD







Tera Energy:
Buddhist Temples providing clean
energy for social renewal

Rev. Ryogo Takemoto, a suicide prevention priest from
the Jodo Shin Pure Land denomination in Kyoto,
started this company in 2018 to rebuild community
and get at the root of the suicide problem in human
isolation

11 temple suppliers for 30 temples and their
parishioners of 2 sub-sects of the Rinzai Zen
denomination and of the Jodo Shin Hongan-ji
denomination in both Hiroshima and East Hiroshima
cities will begin in June 2019

The revised goal for contracts in 2019-20 is 300
temples with 1,200 attached family households for a
revenue of 420 million yen ($3.87 million)

returning of 2.5% of the electrical charge to the temple
provider, which will need to then show their plan of
using these returns on a social (welfare) activity, like
building a cafeteria for local children or developing a
plan for community restoration for the future.”
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